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Economics Research Centre at UCC, which won the UCC research team of the year award 
in 2020 and College of Business and Law research team of the year in 2020 and again in 
2022. He is a PI at the Environmental Research Institute and is a research associate at 
MaREI, the SFI Research Centre for Energy, Climate and Marine research and innovation. 
He is a CIRTL (Centre for the Integration of Research, Teaching and Learning) Teaching 
Fellow and has 19 years of teaching experience. In 2021, he was awarded a UCC Presidents 

Award for Excellence in Teaching.  He has a PhD from University of Groningen, MA (Economics), BA (Economics and 
Geography) and a Masters, Postgraduate Diploma and Certificate in Teaching and Learning in Higher Education from 
UCC. 

 
Frank has 33 peer reviewed publications with 26 ABS publications with many in leading ABS 4- and 3-star international 
journals including Regional Studies (ABS4), Urban Studies (ABS3), Journal of Rural Studies (ABS3), Journal of Technology Transfer, 
and International Journal of Entrepreneurial Behavior and Research (ABS3). He has research excellence and impact awards (from 
CUBS) and best paper and best presentation awards (from RSAI-BIS) for his work and has been nominated as research 
supervisor of the year and research communicator of the year on several occasions. Frank has actively contributed to 
research projects with a total funding value of €13,669,916, including direct involvement in securing €1,446,000 in funding 
for CUBS. These include prestigious research awards from the Horizon Europe Programme, EU Cooperation 
Programme, Irish Research Council, Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine, and the China Scholarship Council. 
He is currently UCC PI for the €3 million Horizon SYNCLUSIVE project and was workpackage 9 lead for the €4.2 
million EU European Regional Development Fund SELKIE project. 
 
His primary expertise lies in regional and urban economics, economics of innovation, transport and environmental 
economics, and applied econometrics, with a particular emphasis on how these areas inform and shape public policy. 
Frank has also published in high-impact multidisciplinary journals such as Transport Policy, Journal of Transport 
Geography, Economics of Innovation and New Technology, Spatial Economic Analysis, Annals of Regional Science, 
Regional Studies Regional Science, International Journal of Innovation Management and many more. Frank has over 19 
years’ experience supervising students conducting empirical research with extensive post-graduate supervision. Frank 
lectures on economics, econometrics, and regional economics at undergraduate and postgraduate level in UCC.  
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2024-Present David Hogan. Universities as Economic Anchors: Assessing Their Role in Local and 
Regional Economies. 

2024-Present Zixuan Yuan. Sustainable Development Strategies and SME Resilience: Evidence from 
Developing Economies. 

2024-Present Ernest Amrago. The Impact of Agricultural Innovation Systems and Innovation 
Adoption on Farm Economic Outcomes 

2024 - Present Sudhakar Brar. The role of firm size and government and non-government supports in 
driving firms’ engagement in eco-innovation 

2022 – Present Benjamin Bolger. The impact of entrepreneurship on regional labour markets in 
Ireland. 

2021 – Present 

(Viva complete) 

Yuping Yin. Family vs. Non-Family Firms: A Comparison of Innovation, 
Internationalization, and Resilience. 

2020 – Present Yichen Wang. Future Automation and China: Who and What places are most at 
Risk?  

2020 – 2024  
Graduated 

Josh O’Driscoll. The economic and social burden of population loss across Irish 
regions.  

2020 – Present 
(Viva complete) 

John Paul Clifford. Regional Economic Disparities: The Role of Agglomeration, 
Deindustrialisation, and Industrial Policy 

2020 – 2023 
Graduated 

Conor O’Driscoll. The effects of segregated land use and urban sprawl on commuting in 
Irish cities.  
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